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After-school programs welcome new students to the Center
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With the beginning of the 2011 school year,
a new program has started at Village Learning
& Achievement Center. This program, called
the Life Enrichment Children’s Program, serves
as an before- and after-school childcare program for children, ages 5 to 22, with developmental disabilities. Currently, the program is
housed in designated classrooms at the Village
Learning & Achievement Center Day Program
facility, with future plans to renovate and expand the Village Community Center on Glade
Valley Drive for the program.
Parents are comforted in knowing that their
children are receiving quality care and specialized activities daily. The program is aimed to
help continue the learning process after the
school day is over. Each child is given the opportunity to learn skills and to be in a positive

Logan Souders
(Continued on page 3)

Local business owner recognizes the abilities in employees
Community Partner Spotlight

value of employing people who have developmental disabilities, viewing them first as people
Laura Casey, owner of the two McDonald’s with abilities.
restaurants located in Kingwood, is a shining
“We all have abilities,” noted Casey. “When
example of a businessperson who sees the I bought the North Park store 14 years ago,
there was an employee with a developmental
disability. I’m pleased to say David is still with
us 14 years later.”
Laura hired four individuals from Employment Advantage, the supported employment
division of Village Learning & Achievement Center. Currently, two are employed by CaseyJason at the Town Center location & Tina at the
Northpark location.
It is widely accepted that employing people
with developmental disabilities shows you care
Laura Casey
(Continued on page 3)

Laura Casey – McDonald’s

Visit
www.villagelac.org
for up-to-date
event Information and
suggestions about other
ways you can help
further the mission of
Village Learning &
Achievement Center.

-
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A Message from the CEO

T

his year the Village Learning Center made the
difficult decision to discontinue being an HCS
provider. State funding cuts made it impossible
for us to maintain the quality of our service while operating within the state mandated guidelines. While the transition process may have caused some strain and inconvenience, many have cheered and relayed that they agree
wholeheartedly with our decision.
The Village Learning Center has, is and always will be
about providing the highest level of care for our Villagers,
focusing on our primary service areas of day programming, transportation, residential and job placement.
I am pleased to report that our staff has the highest
retention rate that we have ever experienced. This is
essential in providing consistent and quality care. As I
observe our staff working with the Villagers, you can see
the genuine care they have for them. We all work because of our love for the people we serve and the feelings
we each experience about making a difference.
We have had several new clients start in the last few
months whose families are appreciative and grateful for
the programs and services that we provide. Families are
coming from other centers where they experienced language barriers, physical surroundings which were minimal
at best, no availability of medical oversight, and programs
severely limited due to financial constraints. They are
thankful for the state-of-the-art facilities and are willing
to help provide for the value added services that make
our program unique.
Village at Stoney Glen, our newly licensed assisted
living facility, will be at full capacity within the next two
months. We have found a funding source which helps
offset the cost for individuals with developmental disabilities residential care , of which many families are taking
advantage. I believe the assisted living model for residential care is far superior to any other I have seen. The 15
units of HUD affordable housing that we will be building
over the next year have been specifically designed to
have the capability to become licensed as an assisted
living facility in the future.
Village Learning & Achievement Center has always
maintained that providing services to individuals with
varying levels of disabilities was essential. All levels of
disabilities are welcomed and flourish at the center. D u e
to our medical staff we are able to provide care for those

that require oversight. The majority of centers like ours do not accept clients with significant disabilities. It costs more with a
higher liability; yet the need is
great, and we provide a vital service that is unavailable in most
areas throughout greater Houston.
It has been wonderful to see 5
Kim Brusatori
Founder & Chief
and 6 year old children walk into
Executive Officer
the center in the afternoons for our
newly licensed afterschool childcare program. Afterschool care for families who need to
work is essential. We are working with the local school
district to expand this service to as many families as possible. The cost of transportation is and will always be the
limiting factor.
Our outdoor recreational area should be completed
within the next few months, allowing us to provide fulltime summer programming next year for the childcare
program. We are so excited to finally have this piece
completed after four long years of waiting. You should
expect to hear about our grand opening celebration when
the outdoor renovations are completed.
Free from the uncertainty and lack of direction in government funding the Village can now fully focus on what
is really the most important reason we’re here – our clients and their families. I invite our families to volunteer.
We have had a great volunteer base in the past, and we
would like to see us get back with both parents and community organizations being involved. If you’re a family
member of a Villager, please join the VIP parent meeting
held monthly. Your guidance is essential in our decisionmaking process.
If you get a chance come by. We would love to show
you all of the good things going on!
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(Continued from page 1)

atmosphere to develop healthy peer relationships and be a
part of an inclusive community. It has been found that children placed in an afterschool program are more socialized
and adjust better to different situations.
The curriculum of the Life Enrichment Children’s Program implements the goals and training of the children’s
schools and continues these ideas into the afterschool program. The Life Enrichment Children’s Program strives to
help teach and enrich participants’ self-help and social skills
in a fun and enjoyable atmosphere. One parent explained
that “the Life Enrichment Children's Program has allowed
our family more flexibility and less worry, knowing that our
child is with like-minded peers and in the hands of caring

(Continued from page 1)

about your community. Employees
with developmental disabilities are
often some of the most dedicated,
reliable and hard-working staff who
take pride in their work at the organizations that employ them.
Nonprofit organizations frequently
rely upon continued community support, something the founders of Village Learning & Achievement Center
anticipated would be integral to the
success of the organization. In fact,
the word “Village” was chosen as part
of the name because they realized
that it would take a “Village” to make
their vision a reality.
“It’s the right thing to do. We’re a
team with the community,” explained
Casey. She believes it is very important for businesses to support nonprofit organizations in the community
where they are located.
Casey also gives generously of her
time, having accepted several invitations to be the guest speaker at Employment Advantage Job Club meetings and vocational training classes.
“She is always willing to speak with
Employment Advantage clients about
work-related issues.” noted Mary Ciura, Supported Employment Manager.

and trained staff. Equally as important, this program allows
our child to continue his education afterschool.”
The Life Enrichment Children’s Program follows the
Humble Independent School District calendar. During the
school year, the program runs from 2:30 P.M. until 5:30
P.M.. During holidays, including Spring Break, Thanksgiving
and Winter Break, hours are 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. During
the summer, the program’s hours are from 7:30 A.M. to
6:00 P.M..
Currently, ten students are enrolled in the Life Enrichment Children’s Program and space is available. Contact
Jennifer Smith, Director, at 281-358-6172 or at
jsmith@villagelac.org for more information.

It’s no surprise that Casey’s work
philosophy focuses on helping others.
“It’s all about teamwork!” declared
the businesswoman.
When asked about her path in life
that led her to this point, Casey
shared that she was somewhat destined to become a McDonald’s franchise owner operator. Born in Chicago, and raised in Illinois, she is the
oldest of four kids with one of her
sisters now serving as a member of
her management team.
Years ago, her dad decided to take
a different direction in his career by
becoming a McDonald’s franchise
owner operator. Casey helped run
her dad’s restaurants, gaining firsthand knowledge and experience that
would serve her well in later years.
After earning her degree in manufacturing and engineering, eventually
she was drawn to the idea of owning
and operating a McDonald’s restaurant. “Once my dad told me that
ketchup runs in my blood!” joked Casey.
She seems quite content with her
life just as it is right now, maintaining
she works hard and plays hard. In her
spare time, she enjoys playing golf
and spending time with her two dogs.

She has no plans to expand her business at this time, having remarked, “…
bigger is not always better.”
Casey is a good neighbor and
friend of Village Learning & Achievement Center. We are proud to partner with her and appreciate her continued support of our organization
and her belief in the abilities of individuals with disabilities.

Jason Kinsey at Work
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Staff Spotlight– Judy Vaughan
Em ploym e nt Par t ner Sp otli g ht ~
Laur a Cas ey

This summer, Judy Vaughan joined the Village Learning & Achievement Center staff.
Xxx
Serving as an educational consultant,
Judy works with Villagers on a weekly basis. She is
working on enriching the curriculum, developing vocational programming and assisting in
Q.
instructional activities. Ultimately, Judy is leading the staff to further develop the skills and
A.
talents of each and every Villager.
Judy brings with her 25 years of experience from working at Humble Independent
School District in life and applied skills. Judy received her Master’s in Special Education
from the University of St. Thomas. You may recognize her from Humble or Atascocita High
Schools or the extended year program. Judy has worked with many of the Villagers during
her career at Humble ISD. She has a deep passion for helping kids and adults with disabilities.

The Center Partners with Volunteers for Animal Protection
“To catch the reader's attention, place
an interesting sentence or quote from

XXX

the story here.”

Village Learning & Achievement Center and Volunteers for Animal Protection (VAP) have teamed up to support
each other and make a positive
XXx difference in the lives of Villagers and pets. VAP provides shelter and protection to
homeless animals in the Kingwood area. You may have seen some of these animals at PetsMart for adoption on the
weekends.
Each Tuesday, participating Villagers from the Day Program are transported to the VAP facility to help with the animals. Villagers help by providing invaluable social interaction to cats and dogs in the shelter. The Villagers are able to
provide positive praise and attention that the animals might normally not receive. Teaching the dogs new tricks has
been one of the highlights for the Villagers. As part of a service project, the Villagers have been painting wooden kennel signs. In addition, the Villagers have been a huge help in bathing the dogs each week.
Our partnership with Volunteers for Animal Protection has been so successful that we have added an additional
hour each week for Villagers to volunteer.
We are excited to continue with this new partnership with Volunteers for Animal Protection!

XXX

XXX
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Despite
occasional
of Daisy Girl Scout troop 9503 enjoyed a recent visit to The Village Gardens located on the grounds Page
of our
residence,
Vil-

lage at Stoney Glen. As part of their “Take Action” project, the scouts donated homemade worm compost to be used in the garden. The girls also enjoyed learning
about the benefits of organic gardening from volunteer gardener, Ben Turner. Each girl got a chance to get their hands dirty spreading the compost in the garden
Village
Hickory
Homes
and pottingat
their
own plantGlen
to takeApartment
home as a souvenir
fromUpdate
the event. For more information about The Village Gardens, send an email to villagelacgardens@yahoo.com.

We are pleased to announce that all of
Chris Adeoye
the funding required to construct 15 units
Melissa Bradley
of affordable housingDebra
has been
Brownsecured.
Cynthia
Carter
The Federal Home Loan
Bank
of Dallas
Shantel Darden
recently awarded Village Learning &
James Graham
Achievement Center $98,000.
Jeffrey Holt The grant
ElizaHome
Hudson
process for the Federal
Loan Bank
Terrica Hulett
was competitive, and our project was one
Ann Isaacson
of two grants awarded in our area. We
thank Amegy Bank for its help in securing
bridge financing to pay for the architectural and engineering costs associated
with the project.
The Meadows Foundation of Dallas
awarded $50,000 in July to this one-of-akind project. The Meadows Foundation
has been instrumental in funding projects
in the past, such as the renovations of our
Day habilitation center at Plum Valley. We
greatly appreciate and are grateful for
their continuing support and belief in our
mission.
Last, but certainly not least, the City of
Houston’s Housing & Community Development Department, headed by Eta Paransky
and Jim Noteware, awarded $881,000 in
HOME funds to provide the remaining
capital required to start construction. Final approval will be voted on by the City
Council in November or early December of
this year. We thank our local Council
Member Mike Sullivan and the other City

Council members for their support of this
project, as well as the assistance they have
given in the past for funding the renovations at Village at Stoney Glen and our Day
habilitation center in 2006-2007.
Finally, we thank the United Stated and
Texas Department of Housing & Urban
Development for granting $1.816 million
dollars to build 15 units of Section 811
affordable housing for individuals with
physical and developmental disabilities.
The grant process was competitive and
VLAC and its co-sponsor the MHMRA of
Harris County were fortunate to be chosen
for funding for the project. We thank Steven Schnee, Executive Director and Sam
Home, both of MHMRA, for their belief
and support of this project.
Construction of the Village at Hickory
Glen Apartment Homes should begin in
the first quarter of 2012 and is estimated
to take 10-12 months. During this time we
will start advertising the project and firming up our interest lists of potential residents. For more information please contact Kim Brusatori at kbrusatori@villagelac.org or call the center at
281-358-6172. If you are interested in
putting your name on the list for consideration, please contact Rachel Bubier at
rbubier@villagelac.org.

Can you hear me now?
Verizon Cell Phone Tower
Village Learning & Achievement Center and Verizon have entered into an agreement
this past year . Verizon will lease property to construct a cell phone tower which will
provide better service to their customers who live in the Kingwood area. The center
is grateful for this opportunity and the income it will provide to further our programs
in the future.

Board of Directors
Kimberly Brusatori Founder & Chief
Executive
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Thanks to Our Many Supporters!
Donors & Event Sponsors — March 2011-September 2011
Monthly & Quarterly
Commitments
Cosman, James
First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood
Heinrich, Mark & Starleen
Jewitt, Suzi
Jorgensen, Stanley & Loweta
Kingwood First Baptist Church
Landis, Scott & Dana
Lavazzari, Gail
McClelland, Dwayne & Karen
Till, Doug & Sarah
In-Kind Donations
Insperity, Inc.
Paver Project
Parks, Floyd & Sandy
In Honor of Sue Stevenson
Martin, Sandra
In Memory of Paul Urbanek
Cousins, Milton & Janeene
In Honor of Kyle Brusatori
Till, Doug & Sarah
In Memory of Helen Brugeman
Garwick, David
In Memory of John E. Butler III
Bollich, Jill
Jerame, Douglas
Jumonville, Jr., Francis
Little, Carol
Ragusa, Ben
Staff Appreciation Donors
Brusatori, Leonard & Kim
Catmull, Kenneth
Frantz, Dixie & Richard
Day Habilitation Rodeo Donors
Austin, Andy
Callarman, Caitlyn
Catmull, Kenneth
Cole, Diana
Dehnert, Larry & Dorthy
Frantz, Dixie & Richard
Gentry, Nick
Jones, Wayne & Judy
Richards, Brigette
Austin Rally Donors
Austin, Andy
Bearden, Emmett & Brenda
Brusatori, Kyle
Ciura, Frank & Mary
Custom Installation
Delgado, Diana
Gordon, Robert & Peggy
Harb, Jackie
Harney, Gail

Hutchinson, Harold & Barbara
Jones, Charles & Becky
Lopez, Israel & Maria
McClelland, Dwayne & Karen
Richards, Zina
Sandoval, Joey
Zeagler, Michael
2011 Golf Tournament Donors
AccuTrans
Alspaugh’s Ace Hardware
Amegy Bank
Arceneaux, Chris & Leslie
Bistro, Asia
Brusatori, Larry & Nika
Brusatori, Leonard & Kimberly
Bubier, David & Hildy
Campbell Chiropractic Clinic
CertaPro Painters
Ciura, Frank & Mary
Cole, Diana
Conrad, Jeff & Kristy
Crawford, Dave & Gwendolynn
Crosby Tugs, LLC
Dantzler, Jennifer
Davison Real Estate Inspections
Dykstra, Michele
Fahel, Elpidio
Foley, Walter
Funke, Jim & Jane
Garcia Jr., Conrad
Gentry, John & Katherine
Goldman, Nicole
Harris, Jerome
Hernandez, John & Linda
Hite, Louise & John
Including Kids
Insperity, Inc.
Jocaber, David
Jones, Wayne & Judy
Just Like Us, Inc.
Keel, Dennis & Jean
Knights of Columbus
Lone Star College-Kingwood
Lovullo, Michael
Main Street Bank
Martindale, Elizabeth
McClelland, Dwayne & Karen
McClung, Danny
Meaux Jr., John
Milliman
Molaison, Roger & Brandi
My Fit Foods– Kingwood
Palm, Steven
Pearce, Alex
Pet Ranch
Piggott, Dale & Cindy
Pignolet, V. Scott & Peggy
Randy Nichols Termite Co., Inc.
Sandoval, Lawrence
Sandoval, Tom & Cecilia
Seltzer, Jackson & Brenda
Simonetty, Jose & Eileen
Sitton, Robert

Smith, Steven J., Dr.
South Coast Terminals LP
Stone, John & Leah
Stream, Thomas & Barbara
Tatum, Lori
Tetra Technologies
The Archer Consulting Group LLC
The Nathaniel Center
Thevene, Thomas
Tierney, Matthew
Till, Doug & Sarah
Tomsu, Karen
Traynor, James
Voltmann, Arthur
Wallace, Elizabeth
Donors from $1 - $249
Allen, Becky & Stephen
Alspaugh’s Ace Hardware
Amegy Bank
Arceneaux, Chris & Leslie
Austin, Andy
Baker, Kelly
Bearden, Emmett & Brenda
Bistro, Asia
Boston, Alice
Boyd, Noel
Bubier, David & Hildy
Cahill, Edward & Ann Marie
Callarman, Caitlyn
Calvert, Cynthia
Campbell, Cassandra
Cassidy, Robert
Catmull, Kenneth
Ciura, Frank & Mary
Clapp, Michael
Clark, William & Josephine
Cole, Diana
Conrad, Jeffrey & Kristy
Cousins, Milton & Janeene
Crouch, Clyde
Custom Installation
Dehnert, Larry & Dorothy
Delgado, Diana
Deterding, Howard & Sharon
Dykstra, Michele
Fahel, Elpidio
Fogle, George & Lynda
Foley, Walter
Frantz, Dixie & Richard
Garcia, Jr., Conrad
Garwick, David
Gentry, John & Katherine
Gentry, Nick
Goldman, Nicole
Gordon, Robert & Peggy
Hancock, Darrell & Diana
Harb, Jackie
Harney, Gail
Hawkins, Cecila
Hernandez, John & Linda
Hite, Louise & John
Hutchinson, Harold & Barbara
Including Kids

Jerame, Douglas
Jocaber, David
Jones, Charles & Becky
Jones, Wayne & Judy
Jorgensen, Stanley & Loweta
Jumonville, Jr., Francis
Kelley, Byron & Melva
Kroger Good Neighbor
Lansing, Terri
Little, Carol
Lodge, William
Lopez, Israel & Maria
Lovullo, Michael
Marshall, Betsy
Martin, Sandra
Martindale, Elizabeth
McEvoy, Scott
Meunier, Merry
Miller, Mark
My Fit Food-Kingwood
Myers, Howard & Carmen
Ochoa, Maria
Pearce, Alex
Pepsico Foundation
Pet Ranch
Piggott, Dale & Cindy
Pluhowski, John & Susan
Price, Ted & Diana
Ragusa, Ben
Richards, Brigette
Richards, Zina
Rosel, Judy
Safeway, Inc.
Sandoval, Joey
Sandoval, Lawrence
Sandoval, Tom & Cecila
Sconzo, Guy & Diane
Sitton, Robert
Smith, Marie
Snowden, Michael
South Coast Terminals LP
St. Andrie, Verna
Stanley, William
Stansilav, Holak
Stansy, Wes
Stevens, Charles & Diana
Stream, Thomas & Barbara
Tatum, Lori
The Archer Consulting Group LLC
The Nathaniel Center
Thevene, Thomas
Thomas, Kent & Susan
Tierney, Matthew
Tomsu, Karen
Trammell, Ben & Cynthia
Traynor, James
Voltmann, Arthur
Wallace, Elizabeth
West, Kaylyn
White, William & Linda
Zeagler, Michael
(Continued on page 7)
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Thanks to Our Many Supporters!
Donors & Event Sponsors — March 2011-September 2011
(Continued from page 6)

Donors from $250 - $499
Bollich, Jill
Briggs, Mark & Susan
Brusatori, Kyle
Brusatori, Larry & Nika
Campbell Chiropractic Clinic
CertaPro Painters
Conrad, Jeff & Kristy
Cosman, James
Crossroads Church
Dantzler, Jennifer
Davison Real Estate Inspections
Fink, Michael & Linda
GATX Corporation
Harrell, Robert & Alison
Heinrich, Mark & Starleen
Heneke, Kurt
Koenig, Mark & Patricia
Lossman, Donald & Jill
Martin, M.J. & V.J.
McCreight, Glenda
Meaux, Jr., John
Milliman
Molaison, Roger & Brandi
Penola, Jim & Nancy
Randy Nichols Termite Co., Inc.
Seltzer, Jackson & Brenda
Simonetty, Jose & Eileen
Stanton, R.F.
Donors from $500 - $999

Crawford, Dave & Gwendolynn
ExxonMobil
GATX Corporation
Greater Houston Community
Foundation
Jewitt, Suzi
Kingwood First Baptist Church
Kingwood Womens Club
Knights of Columbus
Lavezzari, Gail
McClung, Danny
Palm, Steven
Presbyterian Women
Scarfo, Robert & Jayme
Smith, Steven J., Dr.
Till, Doug & Sarah
Donors from $1,000 - $2,499
Best Buy
Brusatori, Leonard & Kimberly
CGBM
Cheeky Vintage, LLC
Christ the King Lutheran Church
ConocoPhillips Company
Funke, James & Jane
Harris, Jerome
Humble Intercontinental Rotary Club
Keel, Dennis & Jean
Lawrence, Ken & Donna
Lone Star College-Kingwood
Main Street Bank
McClelland, Dwayne & Karen
National Charity League-Kingwood
Parks, Floyd & Sandy

Professional Connection
Reed Foundation
Stone, John & Leah
Wal-Mart
Donors from $2,500 - $4,999
Cleary, Joe & Cathy
Community Service Advantage
Crosby Tugs, LLC
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Landis, Scott & Dana
Pignolet, V. Scott & Peggy
Wal-Mart
Donors from $5,000 - $9,999
AccuTrans
Chevron Humankind Employee Fund
First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood
Tetra Technologies
Donors from $10,000 - $25,000
Insperity, Inc.
Just Like Us, Inc.

Thank you donors!
We couldn’t do what we do
without your support!

Village Learning & Achievement
Center strives to maintain accurate donor records. Please
accept our apology if your name
was misspelled, listed incorrectly, or inadvertently omitted.
Errors may be reported by calling 281-358-6172 or by sending
an email to Linda Hernandez at
lhernandez@villagelac.org.

Grants Update
Village Learning & Achievement Center is grateful to the following foundations, organizations and
businesses which have granted funding in the last six months. The type of supports that these grants
provide makes it possible for the center to develop its infrastructure as well as provide the extras
that make us unique.
Federal Home Loan Bank of Dallas: $98,000 for the construction of 15 units of affordable housing
The Meadows Foundation: $50,000 for the construction of 15 units of affordable housing
Baylor Methodist for Healthcare: $25,000 to provide salaries for health care staff
Insperity, Inc: $20,000 for Afterschool Childcare Program
First Presbyterian Church of Kingwood: $9,246.57 for our transportation program
Just Like Us: $8,000 for field trips and outings
Newfield Foundation: $7,500 to complete the Organic Garden

Memories of the Village Learning Center
2011 Charity Golf Tournament—
Thanks to our Players, Volunteers and
Sponsors!!

Village Learning & Achievement Center - Creating Inclusive Opportunities for Individuals with Disabilities
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Kingwood, TX 77339
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